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PLANNING  BOARD 1 
 2 

DRAFT Minutes of May 18, 2011 3 
 4 
Present:     Arnie Rosenblatt - Chairman, George Infanti, Richard Hart, Mike Dell 5 
Orfano, Sally Wilkins, Cliff Harris, and Charlie Tiedemann – Planning Director  6 
 7 
 8 
PB  minutes  of May 4, 2011, to be held for the next meeting. 9 
 10 
The Chair noted that the next 2 items will be heard simultaneously.  11 
 12 
Untable:   Scenic Road Public Hearing for Mack Hill Road and Austin Road:     Tree 13 
removal from Scenic Roads that are part of the reconstruction of those roads  14 
Scenic Road Public Hearing for Mack Hill Road:     Tree removal from Scenic Road 15 
that is part of the reconstruction of the road  16 
 17 
Mike moved to untable the first Public Hearing and open the second Public Hearing, 18 
seconded by George. All in favor.  19 
 20 
Arnie reported to the Board on his run on Mack Hill Road by the trees and noted that an 21 
awful lot of trees are dead, but there are other trees behind them. He said his reaction is 22 
much less negative now. The trees in question appear to have other trees behind them and 23 
the stone walls.  24 
 25 
John St.Pierre, the Zoning Office’s technical assistant introduceded himself and noted 26 
that Steve Keach, from Keach-Nordstrom is also here. Steve is here to represent the 27 
construction project, as the design engineer, to give Board more insight on this project.  28 
 29 
Steve thanked John and noted that we have been working with John and Bruce Berry, the 30 
Public Works Director, on the reconstruction of about 11,000 l.f of Mack Hill Road. 31 
There are a number of trees marked for removal with a majority of them dead and dying. 32 
We want to remove those dead and dying trees and have to take the stumps out because 33 
the roots will affect the roadway base. Of the total of 117 marked, half of those are dead 34 
and dying. They are mostly above Indian Pond Lane, with a small number from Indian 35 
Pond Lane back to Jones Road.  36 
 37 
Steve then explained how the project would progress and what would happen. He 38 
explained why the road is the way it is because of what is underneath the existing 39 
roadway.  This same type of analysis was also done for Spring Road last summer and 40 
Steve explained to the Board the process. We would like to get it done in a very timely 41 
manner as people live there. Most of this is on hills and we have a number of 42 
opportunities for drainage improvements so it will have a closed drainage system.   43 
 44 
Steve passed out a typical roadway cross-section and explained the plan to the Board. 45 
The last thing we want is to have to go back later and drop dead trees that will damage 46 
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the road. When we grind up the existing asphalt and the subsurface gravel we will 47 
supplement it with more crushed gravel to pick up the elevation to minimize cost and 48 
impact to the trees. Past High Meadow Road there are large locust tree stands that are 49 
dead and those trees have been identified by PSNH to come down. This was coordinated 50 
with them and we will be able to keep the cost down. We tried to do this in a manner that 51 
is economical. Mr. Keach asked if anyone had any questions. The DPW goes out of its 52 
way to meet with all the people in the neighborhood because many of these trees were in 53 
the front of homes. He explained Mr. Berry’s concern to make sure all abutters concerns 54 
were taken into account on this project. Replacement trees were brought up by Board at 55 
the last meeting. When the original budgets for the $ 15 million bond were done there 56 
was no line item for tree replacement. There was a questionnaire put out after the Spring 57 
Road project and the feedback was favorable to the improvements.  58 
 59 
The Board’s concerned about the daylily flower bed was noted and it will not be 60 
impacted.   61 
 62 
John explained the deicing material and identified the product called Magico and stated 63 
he had the information from Mr. Berry that states it is environmentally friendly product.  64 
 65 
Mr. Keach explained they will pull out the bittersweet but not chase it into the woods 66 
because its not in the budget. We have to get this project started in June and we will not 67 
be able to put this out to bid until we get the approval of the Board.  68 
 69 
Mike said I have no problem with anything you said. It is preserving the rural character 70 
of Mack Hill Road that I feel this is touching on this road. The Town has given this 71 
Board authority to protect Scenic Roads. I fully understand that and I believe Bruce is 72 
good at what he does, but people will come back and say why did you let this happen to 73 
Mack Hill Road. Mr. Keach responded that we rebuilt Spring Road and there really is no 74 
change to that road. The truth is most of the work is at top of hill, not down where most 75 
people live. He invited the Board to drive Spring Road now and you will see the quality 76 
of the road.  77 
 78 
Mike said the Town should coordinate the cost with PSNH. I want some commitment 79 
that all of the road will be cleaned up on the sides as we have drainage issues. Mr. Keach 80 
said the accumulation of debris that has been cuffed in will be removed from site and 81 
with changes that will be applied to the roadway surface it will come up a foot and by 82 
having a crown enables the water to drain. Mr. Keach continued to explain to Mike about 83 
the process. Mike was corrected by Sally saying his wish is beyond the scope of the 84 
project.  85 
 86 
George said that BOS feels this hearing is about cutting of trees. He explained the BOS 87 
position of the cutting and if there were concerns they can come in for public forum at a 88 
BOS meeting and speak to the Board.  89 
 90 
Mike thinks Magico is killing the trees. John disagreed and did research on its effects. 91 
Mike said I have had calls about interest in the project and how does Bruce let people 92 
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know. Mr. Keach explained Bruce’s procedure how he notified people, and how people 93 
were asked to come to a meeting. We worked with the people with the Spring Pond 94 
project. Mike was also concerned about the day lilies opposite Tully’s.  95 
 96 
Mr. Keach then explained the limits of work in that area and noted that the cutoff was 97 
before the daylilies, and explained the replacement of a culvert at the end of the work 98 
area.   99 
 100 
Cliff asked what are you going to do with the stumps? Mr. Keach told him about the 101 
grinding and excavation and about the roots. Cliff thanked him. 102 
 103 
Sally said I am confused. It looks like the lower portion will be narrower than the upper. 104 
Mr. Keach told her no and about the grade and center line. He explained to Sally what 105 
will happen to tie back into the grade. He gave her all the measurements of pavement, 106 
grades, and width. Sally still didn’t understand.  107 
 108 
Arnie said your saying it will be the same width? Mr. Keach, yes.  He also told Sally 109 
about where they are curbing and how it will give DPW a place to put the snow. When 110 
we are done 5000 l.ft. will have a closed drainage system. Sally asked about critter 111 
crossings and was this in the budget. George told Sally this hearing was a tree cutting 112 
issue and not for critter crossings. Sally waved the paper approved by Town Counsel at 113 
George and stated that the Planning Board has the authority to ask about other things than 114 
trees. George stated that the Board should not go off on things that were not part of this 115 
application. 116 
 117 
Mr. Keach again explained more to the Board about the scope of the work. There is no 118 
opportunity for critter crossings. What ever is crossing is long gone. Sally said it was 119 
suggested that work be cut back on Austin Road and the money saved be put towards 120 
replacing trees. Mr. Keach explained about the slope of Mack Hill Road and the reason 121 
they are doing a small section of Austin Road is because of the existing culvert that has to 122 
be replaced and the drainage into it from Mack Hill Road. It is for an outfall for the water 123 
from Mack Hill Road.   124 
 125 
Rich Hart, speaking for the Conservation Commission, is doing a lot of work regarding 126 
bittersweet and we putting an invasive species report together. John Harvey is here to talk 127 
about it if you would like. Mr. Keach, yes that is a nice thing that will be help. We don’t 128 
want the Town to get a bill for doing more than the scope of the work. Once the 129 
contractor is finished it would be an excellent opportunity to come and volunteer. Rich 130 
then talked about bittersweet and how conservation has killed it in other parts of the 131 
Town. Mr. Keach agreed but stated that this should not hold up the project. There is a 132 
private land owner who will take some of the material. We are finding homes for the 133 
materials. All contaminated materials will be disposed of properly.  134 
 135 
Mr. Keach suggested to John that he talk to Bruce regarding what Mr. Hart had 136 
suggested. Mr. Keach noted we are only looking at the limits of this contract. Arnie still 137 
confused below Indian Pond Lane and I am interested in what it is there now and what it 138 
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will be. Mr. Keach then explained to him what it would look like with all the 139 
measurements. Arnie said it doesn’t sound like it would be dramatically different then. 140 
Mr. Keach found some invasive plants here and we found a lot on Spring Road. There is 141 
some by Indian Pond Lane. They will all be removed. Sally said the visual width will 142 
open up that corridor. Arnie noted I said this before but you weren’t here Sally, but I did 143 
look at trees and I did say why can’t you reduce the amount of tree cutting, but I was 144 
wrong after I have actually looked at the trees. The trees look mostly dead and there are 145 
trees behind them and I think I am ok with it now.  146 
 147 
Arnie asked there were any abutters here.  148 
Liz Overholt explained her position with the roads. Trees replaced would have to go 149 
behind the wall on private properties, Mr. Keach said not necessarily but must be put out 150 
of harms way of the road and snow removal. Liz said if you put trees back by the road 151 
you will have the same problem. Mr. Keach explained it to her. Liz noted the number of 152 
trees within 5 feet to either side of the road that will be coming down.  Mr. Keach told 153 
her what would come down which most of which is dead. Liz said her experience with 154 
trees told the Board to keep it in mind. 155 
 156 
John Harvey, Amherst Conservation Commission Chairman, said 4 or 5 large trees by 157 
Bob Rowe’s house seem to be as far away as others up Mack Hill Road so why are you 158 
taking down trees at this house? Mr. Keach said some are dead  and the roots come under 159 
the road. Those other trees the roots extend under the road.   160 
John Harvey asked about 3 or 4 places that are steeply sloped most of these are topped by 161 
stone walls. Will you be cutting new ditches? Mr. Keach said no, we will use curbing 162 
there.  John Harvey said there won’t be any drainage ditches there. But some of the stone 163 
walls will come down. Mr. Keach then showed him a cross-section of what will happen.  164 
John Harvey wanted to know if you have money in the budget to reconstruct stone walls? 165 
Mr. Keach answered we do not intend to touch any stone walls and continued to explain 166 
Bruce Berry’s plans. For bedrock that sticks out we will have a rock hammer to knock 167 
that off. It makes an obstruction when removing snow and will be trimmed. John Harvey 168 
gave a document for Best Management Practice. He explained about not cutting and 169 
putting invasive’s under a tarp. The danger is spreading in this Town. I want to reinforce 170 
that one of our commissioners has volunteered to help at no cost. Mr Keach said I 171 
couldn’t agree more but maybe Mr. St. Pierre can set something up with this person and 172 
Bruce Berry.  173 
 174 
Eric Haan on Shadow Lane. I read minutes and I urge you to just let this project go ahead 175 
as written. Mack Hill Road is unusable and would like it rebuilt like Spring Road. It is the 176 
only scenic road I can hardly walk down without jumping out of the way. Whether we 177 
plant trees or not, we are putting to much time and effort into these trees. Floods, ice 178 
storms are contributing to tree kill so I urge just let this project go forth. I take my life in 179 
my hands when I walk down to the Common.  180 
 181 
Sally asked what about restriping? George said that is the biggest complaint we have had 182 
in the last few years. George asked Mr. Keach if Bruce will use double lines and also I 183 
think it is a police thing.  It was not Bruce’s decision alone. Steve said our specifications 184 
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will cover the double yellow lines. Areas that are curbed we would not use a fog line. Mr. 185 
Keach noted this is a low speed environment like that and under 40 mp. Sally encouraged 186 
the BOS on recurring themes that on Mack Hill Road the traffic goes too fast.  Mr. Keach 187 
then talked about what he has done in Sandown and talked about the double yellow lines 188 
there are reflecting lines. According to their police chief it has worked. Cliff explained to 189 
Sally about the fog lines and driving. Sally then talked with Mr. Keach about bike riding, 190 
walking, and sidewalks along the road. I know you can play games with paint to make the 191 
drivers slow down. Mr. Keach explained about another Town and what they did. Sally 192 
wanted to know if this could be done here.  193 
 194 
Arnie talked about how difficult it would be to drive that road without having a painted 195 
middle line. Mr. Keach told the board that you may get hit by a car but you won’t sprain 196 
your ankle.  197 
 198 
Mr. Haan said we are here to talk about trees you’re talking about lines and cost savings. 199 
Please talk about the trees and approve this. 200 
 201 
Arnie asked what is the Boards pleasure? Sally said we should close the Public Hearings.  202 
 203 
George moved to close the Public Hearings and to approve the cutting of the trees, Cliff 204 
seconded.  205 
 206 
Sally said she is super uncomfortable with this. I am very unhappy that issue was not 207 
addressed. We are told to take it or leave it.   208 
Mike said to put on record his problems with this plan, but I don’t want to stand in the 209 
way of putting this project into November. Sally asked what this was costing and 210 
couldn’t understand why $2000 wasn’t put into the budget for replacing trees. Sally and 211 
Mr. Keach discussed the process. Mr. Keach told Sally make a statement to get to the 212 
right ears for future projects. Sally said elected officials say suck it up and approve this. 213 
George responded that we didn’t say Suck It Up and told her I hear every day about the 214 
roads here in Town and the BOS is trying to take care of them. I have made a motion to 215 
approve to take the trees. Mike said I think Sally’s opinion needs to be taken into 216 
consideration. Mr. Keach told the Board we will take her concerns into consideration.  217 
 218 
All in favor.  219 
 220 
Mike moved to adjourn at 8:55 pm, Cliff seconded. All in favor. 221 


